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editorial 



THE CLASSICAL SURVEY 

A classical investigation under the auspices of the American 
Classical League has been authorized by the General Education 
Board. 

Dean West, president of the League, has given out the following 
statement: 

I am authorized by the Officers of the General Education Board to an- 
nounce that the General Education Board has appropriated $60,000 to provide 
for an investigaton of classical education in the secondary schools of the 
United States. The investigation will be conducted by the American Classical 
League and wiU probably require three years for its completion. It wUl be in 
the general charge of an Advisory Committee, with the co-operation of eight 
Regional Committees for the following districts: New England, Middle States, 
the South, Central West, Southwest, Northwest, Rocky Mountain States, 
Pacific Coast. When the work has been definitely mapped out, three expert 
investigators wUl be appointed. The Advisory Committee wUl ordinarily 
meet alternately in New York and Chicago. The Regional Committees will 
meet at such places as may be hereafter arranged. The co-operation of the 
Regional Committees is a necessary and most important part of the plan. 
The investigation will have three stages: first, finding the actual facts, so 
that the existing situation may be clearly known; second, analysis and criticism 
of these ascertained facts; third, and most important, preparation of a progres- 
sive constructive plan for the teaching of classics in the secondary schools of 
the United States. The timeliness and importance of such an investigation 
need no comment. At the end of the work a full report will be prepared and 
published. 

The selection of the expert investigators will be announced soon. Advisers 
in other subjects such as English, Modem Languages and History, may be 
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specially appointed later. The Regional Committees are in process of for- 
mation. The Advisory Committee is constituted as follows: 

Andrew F. West, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., Chairman; 
A. L. Bondurant, University of Mississippi, University, Miss.; W. L. Carr, 
formerly of University High School, Chicago, OberUn College, Ohio; Roy 
Flickinger, Northwestern University; Evanston, 111.; Mason D. Gray, East 
High School, Rochester, N.Y.; Richard M. Gummere, Penn Charter School, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Gonzalez Lodge, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
N.Y.; W. V. McDufEee, Central High School, Springfield, Mass.; F. J. Miller, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, 111.; Henry Pennypacker, formerly of Boston 
Latin School, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.; Frances E. Sabin, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis.; JuUus Sachs, New York City; 
A. T. Walker, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan.; W. R. Webb, Jr., 
Bellbuckle School, Bellbuckle, Tenn. 

It is a matter of great congratulation that we are at last to 
have a thorough investigation of classical education in our American 
schools, an investigation which will be extensive, deliberate, and 
impartial. In so doing, we shall seek to ascertain Just what are 
the excellences and the defects of our present methods and what 
should be done to organize our entire school classical education on an 
improved basis for the future. In particular, we shall lay special 
emphasis on the methods and spirit of our teaching. Although, as 
a matter of fact, we already know that classically trained pupils 
usually do better than those who are not classically trained, we are 
also conscious of serious faults in our teaching methods, not so bad, 
indeed, as in most other subjects, and yet faults which need sharp 
correction unless classical education is to suffer serious harm. We 
shall welcome expert information, both from friend and foe, on 
this and on all other important problems with which we have to 
deal. We shall expose our own faults and seek to correct them, 
beUeving that in this way we shall best convince the public of the 
geniiineness and importance of what we are doing. And, above all, 
it will be our purpose to place the teaching of the classics on a 
living, modem, humanistic, and humanizing basis, free from the 
two extremes of pedantry and superficiality, and thus waken in 
full power the real influence of the classics as an invigorating, per- 
vading, enlightening force in our education. Let in the light! 



